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Welcome Letter from the Chair
Dear Colleagues, 

South Africa’s premier multi-stakeholder pharmacy conference, the National Pharmacy 
Conference, is scheduled for its fourth instalment in 2026. The 4th National Pharmacy Conference 
will take place at the majestic Inkosi Albert Luthuli International Convention Centre Complex 
(commonly known as “Durban ICC”) in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, from 09 to 14 October 2026.

It is my sheer pleasure to, on behalf of the South African Pharmacy Council, invite all members 
of the Pharmacy profession in all sectors of our beautiful profession and all stakeholders across 
Pharmacy and the entire healthcare value chain to the 4th National Pharmacy Conference.

The last three conferences saw the profession, stakeholders and Council come together to 
deliberate on solutions for challenges facing Pharmacy and the broader healthcare system. 
Furthermore, policy positions guided by conference resolutions have helped reshape education 
and training, the practice environment, research, and Council’s own regulatory frameworks. 
Chiefly, the work of the previous years readied Pharmacy for the health system envisaged in the 
National Development Plan and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. To this effect, 
Pharmacy has become a responsive collaborator in the South African health care system and a 
catalyst for meaningful impact in the advancement of public health.

The 4th National Pharmacy Conference will be held under the theme: “A Glimpse into the Future: 
Advancing Pharmacy Towards 2050”. The theme acknowledges the ample progress that 
Pharmacy has made towards its continued contribution to the health system envisioned in South 
Africa’s Vision 2030, having built on existing capacities to ensure that the profession continues 
to effectively contribute to therapeutic patient outcomes and disease prevention at all levels 
of health care delivery. The theme for the 2026 conference is a clarion call for all in Pharmacy, 
especially those who will be descending upon the Durban ICC, to engage in deliberations that 
prepare our profession for the post-2030 era – a period that presents itself to be characterised 
by the proliferation of technology, artificial intelligence and rapid change.

We look forward to a conference that is bigger and more impactful than we have seen in the last 
three conferences – hence, Council has sought out a large capacity venue to ensure that we 
can host stakeholders and pharmacy professionals from across all sectors of pharmacy and the 
entire health care value chain. 

Registration is now open, and we invite all pharmacy professionals and stakeholders to be part of 
this momentous occasion. You may register from 01 September 2025 by clicking here.

Follow updates regarding the conference on all of our social media platforms using the handle 
@OfficialSAPC and the hashtag #4thNPC

Join us in Durban as we chart the course for the future of our calling and profession.
Conference.

Warm regards,

Vincent Tlala
Registrar/CEO

https://sapcconference.co.za/
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ABOUT THE 4TH NATIONAL 
PHARMACY CONFERENCE

Following three successful conferences in 2013, 2016 and 2019, the South African Pharmacy 
Council (SAPC) is proud to present the 4th National Pharmacy Conference, which has 
established itself as the premier multi-stakeholder conference for the pharmacy profession in 
South Africa. The conference will be held from 10 to 13 October 2026 at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli 
International Convention Centre Complex (commonly known as “Durban ICC”). Over the years, 
the conference has managed to attract a growing number of professionals in all sectors of 
Pharmacy.

While the conference continues to be a unified platform for the advancement of the pharmacy 
profession, each instalment has allowed for a healthy dose of recreation, networking and 
relaxation. The 4th National Pharmacy Conference would continue this spirit. The conference 
will also boast the 4th National Pharmacy Conference Golf Day on 10 October 2026 and the 2026 
National Pharmacy Pioneer Professional and Facility Awards Ceremony on 13 October 2026 – 
which will honour pharmacy professionals and pharmacies who have delivered exceptional 
service and made a difference in their communities.

The pharmacy profession and pharmacists, as protagonists in the provision of pharmaceutical 
care, find themselves facing a changing operating environment, brought about by changes 
in patient needs and preferences as well as technological innovations that seek to disrupt 
the status quo. To ensure that the profession continues to be at the forefront of delivering 
meaningful quality pharmaceutical services for all, a concerted effort through dialogue, 
collective advocacy, professional development, and skills transfer among pharmacy 
professionals nationwide is necessary. The 4th National Pharmacy Conference aims to be the 
platform that enables this kind of collaboration.

Confident that Pharmacy has made significant strides to enable the attainment of Vision 
2030 as outlined in the National Development Plan and inspired by the need to ensure a 
resilient profession that responds to rapid changes that are brought about by technological 
advancements and changing patient needs, the 4th National Pharmacy Conference will have 
as its theme: “A Glimpse into the Future: Advancing Pharmacy Towards 2050”. 

This conference will not only address the role of Pharmacy in a technologically-driven society 
and an economy that is rapidly adopting automation, but will also attend to topical issues 
such as the emerging care models, public health amid increasing antimicrobial resistance, 
drug discovery and design, novel drug delivery systems, pharmacy education and artificial 
intelligence, and managing medicines prone to abuse and their impact on public health. 
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The 4th National Pharmacy Conference presents another opportunity to gather all the sectors 
of Pharmacy (community, institutional, wholesale, manufacturing, academia, consultant, etc.) 
to come together to tackle, debate and attempt to resolve issues that are common to all in 
Pharmacy and to reflect on the recommendations that were made at the 2019 conference.

The South African Pharmacy Council, on behalf of all pharmacy professionals, expresses gratitude 
for the support received from the industry, which ensured that the 1st, 2nd  and 3rd conferences 
were world-class gatherings that ensured meaningful dialogues for the advancement of the 
profession. Even the success of the 2026 conference will be heavily contingent on the generosity 
of partners in the pharmacy industry; the SAPC, therefore, calls upon all stakeholders in the 
pharmacy industry to partner with the profession to ensure the delivery of another world-class 
convention in the form of the 4th National Pharmacy Conference.

The 2026 National Pharmacy Conference is a must-attend for all across the pharmaceutical 
value chain as it will reflect on issues of interest locally and internationally in the private and 
public healthcare sectors.

Please don’t miss out on an opportunity to be part of this important conference. Continue to 
visit the website for important information such as when the registration for delegates opens, 
exhibitions, sponsorships, accommodation, etc.

The 4th National Pharmacy Conference presents another opportunity to gather all the sectors 
of pharmacy (i.e. community, institutional, wholesale, manufacturing, academia, consultant, 
etc.) to come together to tackle, debate and attempt to resolve issues that are common to all 
in pharmacy and to reflect on the recommendations that were made in 2013, 2016 and 2019.

The South African Pharmacy Council, on behalf of all pharmacy professionals, expresses gratitude 
for the support received from the industry which ensured that the 1st, 2nd  and 3rd conferences 
were world-class gatherings that ensured meaningful dialogues for the advancement of the 
profession. Even the success of the 2026 conference will be heavily contingent on the generosity 
of partners in the pharmacy industry; the SAPC, therefore, calls upon all players in the pharmacy 
industry to partner with the profession to ensure the delivery of another world-class convention 
in the form of the 4rd National Pharmacy Conference.

The 2026 National Pharmacy Conference is a must-attend for all across the pharmaceutical 
value-chain as it will reflect on issues of interest locally and internationally in the private and 
public healthcare sectors.

Please don’t miss out on an opportunity to be part of this important conference. Continue to 
visit the website for important information such as when the registration for delegates opens, 
exhibitions, sponsorships, accommodation, etc.

Event Name: 4th National Pharmacy Conference

Date: 09 to 14 OCTOBER 2026

Venue: DURBAN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTRE (DICC)
2 000 PAX
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ABOUT DURBAN

Durban, located on the east coast of South 
Africa along the Indian Ocean, is the largest city 
in the KwaZulu-Natal province and serves as the 
country’s busiest port. Originally known as Port 
Natal, the area was first settled by European 
traders in 1824. The land was ceded by the Zulu 
king Shaka, and the settlement was later named 
Durban in 1835 after Sir Benjamin D’Urban, then 
governor of the Cape Colony.

The city has grown into a sprawling urban centre 
that stretches from the Bluff in the south to the 
Umgeni River in the north. Its central business 
district lies on flat coastal land, while residential 
areas like the Berea rise on surrounding hills. 
Durban is known for its lush parks, including the 
Durban Botanic Gardens, Jameson Park, and 
Snake Park, which houses a collection of reptiles.
Culturally, Durban is one of the most diverse 
cities in South Africa. It has a significant Indian 

population, a legacy of indentured labourers brought to work on sugar plantations in 
the 19th century. This influence is visible in the city’s cuisine, religious sites, and vibrant 
markets like the Victoria Street Market. The city also hosts numerous cultural and sporting 
events, many of which take place at the Moses Mabhida Stadium, part of the King’s Park 
Sporting Precinct.

Economically, Durban is a powerhouse. Its port, developed since 1855, is one of the world’s 
major commercial harbours. It serves the industrial heartland of South Africa and handles 
a wide range of imports and exports, including minerals, coal, sugar, and grain. The city 
also has oil refineries and is a key hub for manufacturing and logistics.

Durban is home to the University of KwaZulu-Natal, formed from the merger of the 
University of Natal and the University of Durban-Westville. The city also features several 
museums and cultural institutions that reflect its complex history and multicultural 
identity.
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 ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA 

ABOUT DURBAN INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION CENTRE 

South Africa is a year-round destination thanks to its many regional climates. Therefore, 
choosing when to visit the country depends on what you want to do here.

There are many great national parks where you can go on a safari, but by far the most 
famous one is Kruger National Park. One of Africa’s largest parks – spanning over 19 633 
square kilometres in surface area Kruger is also a family-friendly park, great for the 
young ones to visit and learn about wildlife in a fun way. You can stop along the way to 
hike scenic trails or visit museums which depict the rich history of the country.

Opened by former president, Nelson Mandela in 1997, the Durban ICC was South Africa’s 
first International Convention Centre and has played a pioneering role in attracting 
international events to our shores since its inception.

This world-class facility, renowned for its high standards of service excellence, has 
successfully staged some of the world’s most prestigious and complex events.

This multi-award-winning Centre has been voted “Africa’s Leading Meetings and 
Conference Centre” by the World Travel Awards no fewer than 17 times in 18 years and 
has been rated amongst the World’s Top 17 convention centres by the International 
Association of Convention Centres (AIPC).
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The Durban ICC offers you the largest flat floor, column-free multi-purpose event space 
in Africa. Incorporating the Durban ICC Arena and Durban Exhibition Centre, the complex 
offers you 112 000m² of flexible exhibition and meeting space.

Service excellence is the heartbeat of the Durban ICC team, and this commitment to 
quality is expressed through its five-star grading by the Tourism Grading Council of 
South Africa and its several international ISO Certifications. The Centre maintains its 
ISO 9001 certification for Quality Management in its operational systems, ISO 14001 for its 
Environmental Responsibility, OHSAS18001 for Health & Safety and its ISO 22000 certification 
ensures the highest standards of Food Safety.

The Durban ICC offers you first-world convenience and a proudly African meetings 
experience. The Centre is fully Wi-Fi enabled, and connectivity is complimentary to its 
delegates and guests. The Centre is located 30 minutes from the King Shaka International 
Airport and over 3 600 Hotel rooms are within a 10-minute walk of the Centre.

The Durban ICC Arena offers full technical capacity for live broadcasts as well as house 
lighting suitable for TV production filming. The Durban ICC houses four on-site generators, 
which can fully power the centre in the event of power disruptions. The on-site business 
centre offers an internet café, as well as printing services for banners and marketing 
collateral. The Centre also includes an on-site Travel Agency and Travel Doctor.

The Centre is fully wheel-chair friendly and provides other facilities for the physically 
challenged, including the Braille Trail which provides directions for the sight impaired 
and blue strobe lights which are activated during emergency evacuations for persons 
with impaired hearing.

The Durban ICC delivers a 5-star events experience, geared to exceeding our client’s 
expectations in an innovative, sustainable and proudly African way.

Little wonder, then, that the Durban ICC is recognised as Africa’s Leading Convention 
Centre.
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CONFERENCE IMPORTANT DATES 

REGISTRATION

Monday, 01 September 2025 Early Registration Opening 

Monday, 01 September 2025 Abstract submission call for Speakers Opening 

Sunday, 31 May 2026 Early Registration Closing 

Monday, 01 June 2026 Regular Registration Opening 

Monday, 31 August 2026 Regular Registration Closing  

Tuesday, 01 September 2026 Late Registration Opening 

Friday, 09 October 2026 Late Registration Closing 

Saturday, 28 February 2026 Abstract submission call for Speakers Closing 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION

Pharmacists, Non-pharmacists or other professionals  R             5 900,00 

Interns  R             4 900,00 

Pharmacy Students  R             3 500,00 

Pharmacy Support Personnel  R             4 900,00 

Day registration  R             2 500,00 

STANDARD REGISTRATION

Pharmacists, Non-pharmacists or other professionals  R             6 900,00 

Interns  R             5 400,00 

Pharmacy Students  R             4 000,00 

Pharmacy Support Personnel  R             5 400,00 

Day registration  R             3 100,00 

LATE REGISTRATION

Pharmacists, Non-pharmacists or other professionals  R             7 900,00 

Interns  R             5 900,00 

Pharmacy Students  R             4 700,00 

Pharmacy Support Personnel  R             5 900,00 

Day registration  R             3 900,00 

DELEGATE ENTITLEMENTS 
1.	 Entrance to conference sessions
2.	 Welcome Reception
3.	 Tea & Coffee during breaks

4.	 Lunch during conference
5.	 Delegate bag
6.	 Delegate badge
7.	 Gala Dinner Ticket
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REGISTRATION TERM AND CONDITIONS 
Please read the terms and conditions before you can proceed to the online registration 
form – registration of the conference will indicate acceptance of the terms and conditions 
listed below.
•	 Access to and attendance at the conference will only be confirmed on receipt of full 

payment.
•	 Payment is due prior to the start of the conference. In the event of there being a 

limited number of delegates, preference will be given to persons who have paid their 
registration in full.

•	 An invoice with the conference bank details will be sent to you within 72 hours of receipt 
of your registration form.

•	 Receipts will only be issued once proof of payment has been received, and once the 
payment has cleared and been identified in the conference bank account.

•	 Proof of payment is to be emailed to the Conference Secretariat: npc2026@tourvest-
mice.co.za  

•	 Please ensure that all payments make clear reference to the delegate being paid for, 
with their unique PIN number. (Name, Surname, PIN number). Failure to do so could 
result in your payment not being identified in the bank account and therefore not being 
receipted.

•	 All payments must be made payable to SAPC Conference.
•	 Registrations are transferable to delegates who have not yet registered.
•	 Delegates attending from countries outside South Africa are required to make payment 

in South African Rands (ZAR) and are responsible to cover the full bank charges. The 
full delegate registration fee amount invoiced must appear in the conference bank 
account. Should this not be the case, the delegate will need to pay the difference in 
cash on site before being allowed to participate in the Conference.

•	 Online Registration will close on 09 October 2026.

CANCELLATIONS AND TERMINATION OF REGISTRATIONS
•	 On completion of this application, you will be liable for the full amount of the registration 

fees, subject to the cancellation conditions below.
•	 All cancellations must be received in writing by the Conference Secretariat (npc2026@

tourvest-mice.co.za).
•	 Cancellations received before 28 February 2026 will receive a full refund, less a 10% 

administration fee. Unpaid registrations will be liable to pay the 10% administration fee 
amount.

•	 Cancellation received between 01 March 2026 – 31 July 2026 will receive a 50% refund. 
Unpaid registrations will be liable to pay the value of the 50% cancellation fee.

•	 No refunds will be issued for cancellation received after 31st July 2026, and unpaid 
registrations will be liable to pay the full amount whether they attend the conference 
or not.

•	 All refunds due will only be issued after the Conference and are subject to the approval 
of the Organising Committee.

•	 Any registrations applications received after 31st July 2026 will not be entitled to any 
refund or credit, and such person will be liable for the full registration fee as per point (1) 
above.

•	 The Organising Committee reserves the right to decline a request for a refund.

mailto:npc2026@tourvest-mice.co.za
mailto:npc2026@tourvest-mice.co.za
mailto:npc2026@tourvest-mice.co.za
mailto:npc2026@tourvest-mice.co.za
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

The South African Pharmacy Council (SAPC) invites researchers, pharmacy professionals, 
academics and students to submit abstracts for oral or poster presentations for consideration 
and inclusion in the programme of the 4th National Pharmacy Conference.

Theme
“A Glimpse into the Future: Advancing Pharmacy Towards 2050”

We seek forward-thinking contributions that reimagine the pharmacy profession, explore 
innovations and present evidence-based practices and research that will shape pharmaceutical 
services for future generations.

Who Should Submit?
Pharmacy professionals, educators, researchers, policymakers, healthcare collaborators and 
postgraduate students with insights that advance the profession in any area of pharmacy are 
encouraged to submit.

Presentation Categories
We welcome abstracts aligned to the conference sub-themes, including (but not limited to):

·        Best current practices, opportunities, and challenges in institutional pharmacy
·        Emerging trends in medicine development, manufacturing and distribution
·        Optimising education and training – producing a pharmacy professional fit for purpose
·        Collaborative professional practice  
·        The future of healthcare: championing workforce flexibility
·        Pharmacist beyond the counter
·        Specialisation in pharmacy - learning from other countries
·        Prevention & public health promotion
·        The benefits of empowering the workforce
·        Building a system fit for the future
·        Capacity development – preparing a future pharmacist  
·        Best practice models – supporting mental health and wellbeing
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Important Dates
•	 Abstract Submission Opens: Monday, 26 August 2025
•	 Abstract Submission Closes: Saturday, 28 February 2026
•	 Notification of Acceptance: Friday, 29 May 2026
 
Types of presentation
•	 Oral presentation
•	 Poster presentation
•	 Due to limited slot availability, abstract submitted for oral presentation maybe accepted 

only for poster presentation.

Submission Guidelines
•	 Abstracts must be no more than 400 words.
•	 All submissions must be in English.
•	 Poster must be size A0.
•	 Abstracts should clearly outline the background, objectives, methodology, results (where 

applicable), and conclusions.
•	 Indicate whether you are submitting for an oral presentation or poster.
•	 All prospective presenters must register to attend the conference prior to submission of an 

abstract.
 
Abstract Content and Structure
The abstract should contain the following subheadings:
1.	 Title
2.	 Background information (Why is your work important? Does it fill any gaps in knowledge or 

research? What is the context?)
3.	 Purpose (What are the objectives? You may include a short statement of your hypothesis.)
4.	 Method (Explain your methods, such as study design. What was done, by whom, how and 

where? What measurements were taken, and how were the data managed?)
5.	 Results (What did you find, discover or achieve? Not just in subjective terms, but also in the 

form of data. How significant were your findings?)
6.	 Conclusion (What were your overall findings? What do they mean? How could the methods 

be improved? Is this work part of a bigger piece of research or strategy? What are the 
suggestions for future work?

Abstract Assessment Criteria
The Committee will evaluate your abstract according to the following criteria:
•	 The aims and objectives clearly stated
•	 Relevance to the conference theme and sub-themes
•	 Structure of the paper
•	 Appropriateness of the research/study
•	 Discussion and conclusion
•	 Confirmed registration as a conference delegate
•	 How to submit?

Submit your abstract by CLICKING HERE by Saturday, 28 February 2026.

Incomplete or late submissions will not be considered.

Abstract submission does not constitute registration, and presenters should ensure that they 
register for the conference.

https://registration.tvst.events/PresentationPortal/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FPresentationPortal%2F4th-national-pharmacy-conference-2026%2Fabstract-submission
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EXHIBITION AND SPONSORSHIP 

EXHIBITION
A trade and industry exhibition will be held over the three (3) days of the 4th National 
Pharmacy Conference in the Exhibition Hall of the Durban International Convention Centre.
This is an ideal opportunity for companies and institutions wishing to showcase or 
introduce their products and services to an enthusiastic audience. We aim to attract 2 
000 local and international delegates to this conference. This is a unique opportunity to 
highlight the most contemporary research and technological developments and review 
cutting-edge international experience. 

The purpose of the 4th National Pharmacy Conference 2026 Exhibition is to provide an 
opportunity to expand the educational nature of the conference, by informing delegates of 
new and improved technologies, equipment, products, and services in pharmaceuticals, 
therapeutics, and health care in general.   

All exhibition space/booths are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. To guarantee 
favourable positioning, it is suggested that exhibition space is reserved early.

SPONSORSHIP
The 4th National Pharmacy Conference presents a unique opportunity to showcase your 
company’s brand, products and services to a captive audience from all sectors of the 
pharmacy profession. There are a number of sponsorship opportunities available to suit 
all needs and budgets.

For further information about the Exhibition and Sponsorship opportunities, please visit 
www.sapcconference.co.za and download the Exhibition and Sponsorship Prospectus. 

http://www.sapcconference.co.za
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SAFETY AND SECURITY 

Durban is a vibrant coastal city known for its warm climate, rich cultural heritage, and 
popular tourist attractions. While it offers many safe and enjoyable experiences, visitors 
should remain aware of certain safety considerations. The city experiences moderate 
crime levels, with petty theft and opportunistic crimes such as pickpocketing and bag 
snatching being the most common, especially in busy public areas and transport 
hubs. Tourist-friendly zones like the Golden Mile, Umhlanga Rocks, and the beachfront 
promenade are generally safe during daylight hours and are regularly patrolled by local 
law enforcement. However, it is advisable to avoid walking alone at night, particularly in 
less populated or poorly lit areas.

Transportation in Durban is accessible, but caution is advised when using public options 
like minibus taxis. Registered ride-hailing services and metered taxis are recommended 
for safer travel. Drivers should keep vehicle doors locked and windows closed, especially 
at traffic lights, to prevent “smash-and-grab” incidents. During large events, such as 
conferences or festivals, security is typically heightened with increased police presence 
and private security personnel to ensure the safety of attendees. Visitors are encouraged 
to follow all event-specific safety protocols and avoid displaying valuables in public.

In case of emergencies, the South African Police Service can be reached by dialling 
10111, and a tourist helpline is available at +27 83 123 2345. Travellers should also ensure 
they have contact details for their country’s local embassy or consulate. With sensible 
precautions and awareness, Durban can be a safe and welcoming destination for both 
leisure and business travellers.

CONTACT US 
4th National Pharmacy Conference 2026
Conference Secretariat 
14 Christiaan Barnard Street, 
2nd Floor, Atlantic Centre, Foreshore, 
Cape Town, 8001
Npc2026@tourvest-mice.co.za 

mailto:Npc2026%40tourvest-mice.co.za%20%20?subject=



